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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to explore the Shari'ah governance structure of
Islamic Cooperatives in Krabi and Phuket Provinces, Thailand. The data were collected by
in-depth interviews from 18 executives of 7 Islamic cooperatives in Krabi and Phuket
provinces. Using Constant Comparative Analysis to identify the structure of Shari'ah
governance of Islamic Cooperatives. Three structures were found as follows: 1) Shari’ah
subcommittee, 2) Shari’ah board, 3) Shari'ah advisory board. The findings show that the
structure of Shari’ah governance of Islamic cooperatives in Krabi and Phuket provinces is
closer to those in the Middle East than the Southeast Asia. That is, the central Shari'ah
advisory council (CSAC) does not define or regulate the Shari'ah governance of each
cooperative. CSAC only advise when the Islamic Cooperative requests. Most cooperatives
have their own Shari'ah committees. Although the Islamic Cooperative has a concrete
Shari'ah structure. But the role and plan of Shari’ah governance are still unclear. If the
network of Islamic cooperatives in Thailand is proactive in establishing the Shari’ah
governance guideline, this will strengthen each Islamic cooperative in this matter.

Keywords: Shariah Governance, Islamic Cooperative, Krabi, Phuket
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